
        

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Loker School Families, 
 

A big part of what we do this time of year involves helping your children and you begin the process of 
thinking about next year. The first step in our process is to ask for your help. To that end, I would 
encourage you to think about next year’s placement. I am accepting letters until Friday, May 3rd that 
will assist us in the placement of your child/children. It is crucial for us to have this information and I 
want to hear from you if you have any questions or concerns. Every year is important in your child’s 
life and we take placement very seriously.  New teacher assignments will be made by “Move Along 
Day” (which will occur on Monday, June 17th when your children will have an opportunity to meet 
next year’s teacher and see their new classroom space) so that your child/children and you will be able 
to relax and prepare for the upcoming year. For us, that means May is our deadline for beginning our 
work. It is a huge task and one we approach thoughtfully and carefully. 
 

The next step involves collegial collaboration between staff. Classroom teachers will meet with 
specialists, the guidance counselor, our special education liaison and special education staff to create 
well-balanced heterogeneous groupings, which reflect diverse talents, interests and needs. The staff 
will also address factors such as gender, social and academic strengths, special needs and friendships - 
not necessarily “best friends” but students who have positive working relationships in school. 
 

The final step is when the lists arrive at my desk. At that point, I will sit down with the special 
education liaison and the guidance counselor for a final look. After that, I will assign a teacher to each 
group.  

 

Because it works like a house of cards, and all requests make movement from one group to the next 
challenging, we cannot honor every request precisely. We do the very best that we can given the 
restrictions of keeping the classes balanced while listening to many of your requests.  
 

I hope this description helps you to understand the method of placement and why requests for 
individual teachers are not and cannot be honored. Our whole team works diligently to determine the 
best grouping, advocating for your child’s academic and social needs. Although you may not request a 
certain teacher, you may give us very valuable information that we consider very seriously in our goal 

 

A LOOK AT LOKER! 
April 25, 2019 
March/April Edition 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Section 1: Principal’s Corner 

Section 2: Specialist’s News 

Section 3: Health Room News 

 “Every child deserves a champion: an adult 
who will never give up on them, who 

understands the power of connection and 
insists they become the best they can 

possibly be.” Rita Pierson



to place your child so that he/she is set for another great year. Therefore, you may write requests 
about placement if the following circumstances exist: 
 

 Request that your child not be placed with a specific child due to personal experience and 
impact on your child’s learning. (A list of children will not be honored.)  

 

 Concerns about placement with a teacher due to your close relationship with that teacher or if 
you would like a different experience, due to having an older sibling in a classroom in a prior 
year. 

 

During May and June, we culminate the year’s journey and celebrate the many successes of your 
wonderful children! It is extremely important that, while we are coordinating next year’s planning with 
you, that your children are still focused on their school year. We still have around one quarter of the 
school year remaining and there remains a significant amount of academic and social learning that 
your children will pursue. We want them to finish the year on a strong note, one that will make their 
transition to next year even smoother.  
 

A few other notes: 
 

Recently, we have seen an increase of students taking vacations while school is in session. While we 
have a lot of empathy for this as we know that travel costs are less and understand why families would 
want to take extended vacations, we are seeing a pattern of decreased academic performance and 
confidence with some of the students who have missed extended periods of school. We ask that you 
try to schedule vacations while school is not in session to maximize your child’s achievement at Loker. 
I have enclosed the link to our unscheduled vacation letter that provides guidelines for how and when 
make-up work and instruction occurs. It can be found under the “For Families” Tab on our website. 
https://wls.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1037294/Image/Unscheduled%20Vacation%20Letter%20

2019.pdf Thank you for your support. 

 

Lastly, I wanted to share a picture of our newly completed Loker School Garden! This expansion has 
been several months in the works and was recently completed. We look forward to the students 
having more gardening beds to plant in and more space to navigate between each bed. Our annual 
gardening days will be coming up on Wednesday, May 22nd and Thursday, May 23rd which is always a 
special event! 
 

I wish you a terrific spring (Hopefully the weather will cooperate moving forward!) and look forward 
to working with you for the remainder of the year and beyond!  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Brian Jones 
Loker School Principal   

https://wls.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1037294/Image/Unscheduled%20Vacation%20Letter%202019.pdf
https://wls.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1037294/Image/Unscheduled%20Vacation%20Letter%202019.pdf


 
 

SECTION 2:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

Grade 1: 

 

What is a Pixel?  We explored what a pixel is 

and created Pixel Art and we learned that 

animation contains many frames and created 

our own animated stories. 

Grade 2: 

Animation and Pixel Art was created by second grade 

students.  Students got a chance to learn about Home Row 

and used DanceMat Typing to learn about the keys on the 

keyboard. 

 

Grade 3:  

Our focus for the rest of this month will be on All the 

Right Type.  Students need to work on keeping their 

hands on the “homerow” and work on their accuracy and 

WPM.  

Grade 4:  

The Green Screen States project was a success!. Students did a great 

job creating their scripts, recording and editing their Green Screen 

projects.   

 

 

Grade 5: The Dash and Dot Challenge!  Students created 

teams to get the robots to move a tin foil ball and push it 

into plastic cups. Students learned the programming and 

navigation needed to do this difficult challenge!   

  



 
NEWS FROM THE LOKER ART ROOM! 
 

1st & 2ND Grade: COLLAGE SELF-PORTRAITS 

The first and second graders learned about portrait drawing and collage. They used a 
variety of materials to make self-portraits. Art is a way to explore materials and to use 
materials in a new innovative way. For this project the students were able to explore 
and play with tissue paper, construction paper, fabric, beads and markers. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
3rd Grade: HOMES 

In this lesson, the third graders have learned about 
different style of homes and elements of architecture. Each 
student designed and planned out an exterior and interior 
of a home. They have been working very hard on this 
project adding a lot of details to their design. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
4th Grade: STATE FLAGS 

The 4th graders did such a great job on 
their State projects! In art, they used 
their observational skills to draw and 
plan out their flags. Alongside with 
their flags, the fourth graders also 
made a postcard of their state. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Grade: MASKS 

The 5th Graders have been very busy and messy with making paper-mache masks! The 
students learned about the use of masks throughout history and in different cultures. 
They applied many layers of paper to their face molds and added decorative paper and 
paint in order to construct their unique masks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students have been learning a lot of songs about 
rain in preparation for April’s showers!  We learned Rain, Rain, 
Go Away and read a story together called Thunder Cake.  Then, 
students had the chance to use a variety of classroom instruments to improvise their own “rain 
storm.”   They continue to work hard on steady beat and moving to music as well!  
 

1st Grade 

1st graders have been working on some sound stories, including Sneezy the Snowman.  Students got to 
learn songs to accompany the story on a variety of instruments, including xylophones and 
drums.  Then, they got to make their own version of Sneezy with accompanying rhythms!  They have 
been working very hard on their rhythms, in addition to learning some fun singing games, such as 
Cobbler, Cobbler.     
 

2nd Grade 

2nd graders have been working hard on adding instrumental accompaniment to songs.  We learned 
the song Sweet Potatoes and students did a wonderful job performing this song with a variety of 
rhythms on different percussion instruments.  Students have also been learning about Carnival of the 
Animals and Peter and the Wolf, and listening to different musical selections from these works!   
 

3rd Grade 

3rd graders are making such great progress with their recorders, as we continue to learn new songs in 
preparation for our June concert!  We have learned two new notes, C and D, and have been playing 
some more complicated, but very fun songs!  Some of these include Go Tell Aunt Rhody, Rockin’ 
Recorders, and Cha, Cha, Cha!  
 

4th Grade 

4th graders had a wonderful performance of Fifty Nifty United States, and I am so proud of them in 
learning this song to memorize all fifty state names!  Along with learning Fifty Nifty, students had the 
opportunity to learn some Irish folk dances.  We also learned about the musical form of the “fugue” 
and mapped out the form of a real Bach fugue!   
 

5th Grade 

5th graders have been working extremely hard in preparation for this year’s play, Another Opening, 
Another Show.  The play will be Broadway themed and will feature songs from The Lion King, Annie, 
Hamilton, and more!  Students have all been assigned their roles and we are just beginning the full 
group rehearsal process.  It is going to be an incredible performance, and we can’t wait to share our 
hard work with you!  
 
Save the Dates: 
Loker Instrumental Concert June 4th 10:00am Loker School Gym 

Spring String Thing -June 12th 7:00pm Wayland High School Field House 

Grand Band Concert- June 13th 7:00pm Wayland High School Field House 

  



 

 

 

April was all about our annual Author/Illustrator visit with Scott Magoon which was a huge 

success! Many thanks to the Loker PTO for funding this wonderful annual event. A highlight was 

definitely seeing how he creates his drawings using a souped up iPad - ask your students what 

he was able to transform a shark into by just clicking a few buttons. For the K-1 and 2-3 

presentations, he read his not-yet-published book Linus the Little Yellow Pencil and 4th and 5th 

graders got a behind-the-scenes look at Rescue and Jessica, where he shared some Easter 

Eggs hidden within the pages. A fun part for me was getting to tell him that Rescue and Jessica 

won our March Madness reading challenge, and snapping a photo in front of our completed 

bracket.  

 

Here are some additional gradel-level updates since the last newsletter:  

Kindergarten – We have been working really hard on identifying different parts of the book and 

K students are experts at showing the front cover, back cover, spine and title page. We have also 

practiced how we find the author and illustrator, even if we can’t read all the words on the cover. 

See if your student can tell you what it means if there is only one name on the cover or title page 

of a picture book! They LOVED reading some Scott Magoon’s books in preparation for his visit - 

favorites included Spoon and Where is My Balloon?  

Kindergarten students can check out 1 book each week.  

1st Grade – We continued reading some biographies, including Helen Keller and Trombone 

Shorty, and did an awesome job finding ways that these people used PRIDE to be successful in 

their lives. We also took a look at some of the Easy Reader titles we have in the library (See if 

LIBRARY  HAPPENINGS: 



your 1st grader can tell what color of bins these 

books are found in). We did read alouds with 

Fergus and Zeke, a new Easy Reader series, and 

a Choose Your Own Adventure title. We will wrap 

up nonfiction with a short research project over 

the next few weeks.  

1st graders can check out 1 book each week.  

2nd Grade – Students learned the five different 

ways you can search Destiny, the library’s online 

catalog (See if they can tell you all 5 types of 

searches!). We also read books for Women’s 

History Month, including one about scientist 

Temple Grandin and one about adventurer Annie 

Taylor.   

Looking ahead, we will work on a story writing unit and wrap up the year with some Reader’s 

Theater (always a hit!) 

2nd graders can check out 2 books each week.  

3rd Grade – Third graders have been working hard on a 

reference tools unit, learning how and when to use an 

encyclopedia, dictionary, thesaurus and atlas. My 

favorite activity was a friendly dictionary competition 

between the classes while we read Noah Webster & 

His Words - it was really fun to see how excited 

students got to try to find the words first.  

Coming up will be a class read aloud and creating book 

reviews for our online catalog.  

3rd graders can check out 3 books each week.  

4th grade – As many of you saw, the 4th graders did an 

outstanding job on their States project. We spent a 

good deal of time in library using our States’ book collection to complete their research packets. 

We have also started planning out our book trailers. We will be using a new tool, Powtoon, this 

year and will also fit in research to support their Animal Adaptations unit. Phew!  

4th graders may check out 3 books each week.  

5th grade – We are nearing the end of our Passion Projects and so far have seen presentations 

on Usain Bolt, the Boston Celtics, Leopards, Rain Forest Animals, Chocolate Chip Cookies and 

Wrestling, with many more varied topics to come. 5th graders have gotten their Biography 

assignments and all should have a book from the Wayland School library system or a 

recommendation on a book from the public library. If there are any families who would like 

assistance locating a book, please let me know!  

5th graders may check out 3 books each week. 

  



 

PE Update: Kicking Skills! 
  

I hope that everyone had a fantastic April vacation!  During the break, I was able to 
come up with some brand new games to roll out for the spring, which I am really 
excited about!   
  

Prior to break, all classes had been focusing on their kicking skills.  Students have had 
the opportunity to practice dribbling, trapping, passing, and shooting at targets.  For 
some of the older grades, we have played mat ball, which is a crazy version of 
kickball.  Younger students have played some smaller sided games, and have used our 
new pop up goals, which I think they will really love!  
 
 

This week, I am continuing to focus on kicking skills.  I found a really awesome game 
called “Pin Bowl Soccer” that is geared towards students in the upper grades.  It is a 
game that has two teams competing against each other, to score points.  There are 
goals and pins set up as targets, and we use multiple goals, to maximize the 
participation level.  Students are able to kick the ball up to themselves, in order to 
catch, and bowl at the targets as well.  There is a ton of action in the game, and I was 
so happy with how classes went today!   
  

For our younger grades, I modified the game to eliminate the bowling, to focus only on 
kicking.  We also did not keep score of our game, and only allowed goalies to touch the 
ball with their hands.  In this version, we used five indoor soccer balls, which made for 
a ton of opportunities for students to have chances to score and play defense.   
  

I had a few complaints today… but it was only about being exhausted and sweaty, I 
consider that a win in my book!   
 
Take Care, 
 
Mr. O 
 
The Kindergarteners have been working on their locomotor movements by doing 
obstacle courses and movement relays.  They then moved on to team games playing 
soccer and basketball.  They have been learning how to work as a team while 
improving their skills. 
 
Stay Healthy, 
Ms. Fraser  
  



 

SECTION 3:      
HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  
 

                                                                  
 

Happy Spring!  Here are a few important reminders:   
 
 Spring Allergies: 
 

 Trees and plants are in bloom!  The time has come to be observing your child for 
signs and symptoms of allergies 

 It is important that your child be given allergy medication before symptoms start. If 
you child has a history of allergies, now would be a good time to begin allergy 
medication 

 Many children will have watery, red, itchy eyes – and over the counter eye drops 
will help if given before school 

 Please be aware we do not stock or give allergy medication at school.  This should 
be given at home before school daily 

 
Sunscreen: 
Believe it or not, it is that time of year again!  Please apply sunscreen at home before 
sending your child to school.  We cannot apply sunscreen or bug spray on students. 
 
Check your children for ticks: 

 Here is important information about ticks and what you need to do to protect 
yourself and your family.  Please read information on the following websites: 

 
http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html  
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/StopTicks/ 
http://www.tickencounter.org 
 
Please contact me with any questions and/or concerns. 
Stay healthy!  And please feel free to reach out with any concerns or questions. 
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us  

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/StopTicks/
http://www.tickencounter.org/
mailto:Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us

